
 

 
Sherburne Riverside Cemetery  

Commission Meeting  
MINUTES - DRAFT 

Thursday, May 14, 2026 – 4PM 
 

PRESENT:  Connie Barbash 
                        Truman Bates 
                         Ron Kish 
                        Monika Legayada, Town Treasurer 
CITIZENS:   Sheila Pilsmaker 
 

1. Call to Order: the meeting was called to order at 4PM. 
2. Approval of the agenda: The agenda was amended to include Sheila Pilsmaker, representing the 

Sherburne/Killington historians after item #3: Re-organization.  Connie, Truman and Ron approved 
the agenda with the amendment.  

3. Re-organization – Elect Chair and Vice-Chair.  Truman nominated Connie as the Chair and Ron as 
the Vice-Chair. Truman will retain his role as Sexton of the Riverside cemetery.   All agreed. 

4. Sherburne/Killington historians: Sheila Pilsmaker is the acting president of the 
Sherburne/Killington historians. Prior to the start of the town’s July 4 parade, the historians would 
like to honor the three Revolutionary War veterans buried at the Riverside cemetery.  

a. The theme of the parade will be “Revolution to Recreation” celebrating the USA’s 250th 
birthday.  

b. The historians have been in touch with the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) 
advising them of the three veterans here in Killington. The DAR will be coming to honor 
these veterans.  

c. The plan is to bring the DAR representatives to the graves of the three veterans, 
presumably, using a golf cart arriving by 950AM.  The graves will be marked with a special 
USA flag holder/medallion identifying them as Revolutionary War veterans as well as a 
bugler who will play Taps.  

d. This golf cart will then leave and be the lead of the parade which begins at 10AM.  
e. Commission concerns include: graves and monuments should not be climbed on or in any 

way disrespected. Children should be accompanied by adults.  
f. Connie will contact Rebecca Claffey, Rec director, to ask that in the future, the cemetery 

commission should be brought in at the very beginning of any discussion that includes 
them. They are welcome for the 4th.  

5. Discuss establishing regular meeting schedule:  the commission agreed to hold two public 
meetings annually: in the Spring/May and in the Autumn/October 

6. Review plans for improvements & maintenance during Summer, 2026:  
a. Regular mowing and trimming has begun 
b. Major tree work has been completed by Riley’s Services, Inc. An  invoice was given the the 

town treasurer for processing.  
i. The commission had high praise for the precision of the work used to take the tree 

down. No grave was touched by any of the trees. The area has been cleared of 
debris, graded and hay put down. The commission thanks Riley’s Services.  



c. Truman will work on creating new bases for some stones where the original bases have 
failed.  

d. There is also a plan to begin cleaning some of the older stones.  
e. 2027 plans: drainage and piping in the back of the cemetery. 

7. Review of cemetery accounts & discussion: 
a. Monika Legayada provided the commission members copies of the bank statements for all 

accounts. Included are: checking account, cemetery savings account, cemetery general 
CD and a perpetual care CD.  

8. Discuss content for Cemetery Commission page on Town website.  
a. Truman said that wording should be added to address inquiries: “For inquiries regarding 

burials and grave sites: contact Truman Bates: 802-422-3422.” Connie will follow thru on 
that.  

9. Other business: 
a. Mapping of graves in the cemetery: 

i. Options: google maps 
ii. Truman said that Ludlow and Danby had mapped their cemeteries and perhaps we 

should visit them and discuss how they accomplished it.  
iii. Also mentioned was that Castleton State College students have used technology to 

scan for graves that may not be marked. 
iv. Ron will look into these items.  

b. Truman would like to see No Parking signs on River Road near the cemetery. Ron will check 
with police chief Whit Montgomery to see what needs to be done to have this happen.  

10. Adjourn: the meeting was adjourned at 5PM.  
 

 


