
TOWN OF KILLINGTON 
VICIOUS DOG HEARING DECISION and PROTECTIVE ORDER 

 

Town of Killington Selectboard 
In re: Zeus owned by Leigh Isaacs, Killington, Vermont and Bedford, New York 
 

INTRODUCTION AND PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

1.    This proceeding involves a vicious dog complaint against Zeus owned by Leigh Isaacs of Killington,      
Vermont and Bedford, New York 

2.   A written complaint was submitted to the Killington Selectboard by Richard Palmer of 155 Terrace 

Drive, Killington, VT.  The complaint was received by the Killington Town Manager on February 17, 

2025. 

3.    On February 19, 2025, public notice of a Vicious Dog Hearing was posted at three different places and 

on the Town of Killington website. 

4.    On February 19, 2025, notice of a Vicious Dog Hearing was served to Leigh Isaacs by the Town of 

Killington’s Police Chief via phone and email.  Mr. Isaacs acknowledged receipt of the notice.  

5.    On February 19, 2025, Richard Palmer was notified of the dog hearing via phone by the Town Manager. 

6.     The Selectboard held a hearing on this matter at the Public Safety Building in Killington, VT on February 

24, 2025, at 6:00 pm. Present at the hearing were Selectboard members Jim Haff, Chris Karr and 

Robert Hecker (via zoom). Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Police Chief Whit Montgomery, and 

Sergeant Michael Hoffman were present as staff representatives and presented testimony. 

7. Also present at the hearing were Richard Palmer and Lina Galazus, each of whom testified about the 

incident. Richard Palmer was represented by Kira Botting, Esq. Nonparticipating public citizens that 

were present included Michelle Reppucci, Peggy Neisner and Ed Mills (via Zoom). 

8.   During the hearing, the following exhibits were submitted to the Selectboard and are available for 

inspection at the Killington Town Offices: 

• The Town of Killington Dog Control Ordinance. 

• Written Complaint from Richard Palmer. 

• A medical report from the Rutland Regional Medical Center. 

9.   At the hearing, Mr. Isaacs requested a continuance so that he could retain legal representation. Mr. 

      Issacs had been given five (5) days’ notice of the hearing, which was sufficient time for Mr. Issacs to 

obtain 

      representation and the Selectboard noted that under 20 V.S.A. §3546(b), the hearing must be held 

      within seven (7) days of  receipt of the complaint.  February 24 was the seventh (7th) day after the 

      receipt of the complaint.  On this basis, Mr. Issacs’ request for a continuance was denied.  
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Based upon the oral testimony and other evidence received at the February 24, 2025, hearing, the Town 

of Killington Selectboard finds the following:  
 

Zeus is a 51-pound Pitbull owned by Leigh Isaacs the neighbor of Richard Palmer at 155 Terrace Drive, 

Killington, VT.  On Wednesday, February 12, 2025, Zeus attacked Richard Palmer’s 9-year-old Pomeranian 

dog. Mr. Palmer attempted to stop the attack and Zeus bit Mr. Palmer.  Zeus bit Mr. Palmer while on Mr. 

Palmer’s property. The Pomeranian eventually died from the attack and that was verified by a local 

veterinarian.  Mr. Palmer was treated for the dog bite at Rutland Regional Medical Center.   
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DECISION AND ORDER 

Based on the foregoing, the Selectboard finds that Zeus, a 51-pound Pitbull owned by Leigh Issacs bit 

Richard Palmer and killed Richard Palmer’s dog.  Mr. Palmer required medical attention for the attack.  

Richard Palmer filed a written complaint with the Killington Selectboard via the Killington Town Manager.   

Zeus bit Mr. Palmer while Zeus was off the premises of his owner, Leigh Isaacs. No evidence was presented 

that Mr. Palmer did anything to induce or cause the attack, and on this basis, the Board concludes that 

Mr. Palmer was bitten without provocation. 
 

Therefore, in accordance with the authority granted in Section 11 of the Town of Killington’s Dog Control 

Ordinance and 20 V.S.A. §3546, the Killington Selectboard issues the following order for the protection of 

the public: 
 

Within ten (10) days of this Order, Leigh Isaacs shall have Zeus, a 51-pound Pitbull, euthanized by a 

licensed veterinarian.   Leigh Issacs shall provide the Killington Selectboard with written documentation 

from such licensed veterinarian that Zeus has been euthanized no later than April 1st, 2025. If such 

documentation is not provided, the Killington Police Department may seize the dog and have it 

euthanized by a licensed veterinarian.   
 

Failure to comply fully with the conditions set forth in this Protective Order shall subject Leigh Issacs to 

the penalties provided in 20 V.S.A. §§3546 and 3550 and Section 12 of the Town of Killington Dog Control 

Ordinance.  

 

Dated this _____ Day of March , 2025. 
 

_______________________________ 

Jim Haff, Chair 

For the Killington Selectboard 

 

 

NOTICE: This decision may be appealed to the Vermont Superior Court Civil Division within thirty (30) days 

of this decision, pursuant to Rule 75 (c) of the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure. 


