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Wednesday, May 6th, 2020
Zoom Meeting us02web.zoom.us/j/88695602247

Present:		Rebecca Claffey	Chair
			Steve Nisimblat	Vice Chair
			Andrew McKenna
			Evan Ehmann
			Anna Molalley

Also Present:		Sarah Newell		Dir. Parks & Recreation
			Gerrie Russell		Senior Liaison

Guest:			Jody LeBrun

The meeting was officially called to order at 7:00 pm.
Because of state and local mandates calling for social distancing and no public gatherings, the meeting was held via zoom.
On a motion by Rebecca, seconded by Andrew, the minutes of Wednesday, April 1st, 2020 were approved as written.

Correspondence:

Sarah has received word from one of our scheduled performing groups from Nashville, Tennessee,
that they will not be able to honor their contract for our summer concert series, due to the current circumstances. This is not a problem and we expect to hear from more groups as we move closer to summer.
Parents have been reaching out about our summer camp programs questioning if they will be in session and also how they will be conducted.
Some individuals are calling with the expectation that our summer programs will be the same. Sarah has had to explain our limitations.

Recreation Report:

Killington Active Seniors:

Gerrie is still calling members of the senior group every few days and can report that everyone seems to be coping. The newsletter is going out but without activities to report, it has become a “helpful hints” type of communication. The Lookout continues to provide lunch every Tuesday. Joy contacts Gerrie on Monday morning with the menu and by 1:00 pm Gerrie lets Joy know how many lunches to prepare for takeout. This has served another much needed service for the seniors as it allows everyone to see each other, say hello, exchange books etc.

Director's Report:

Covid-19: There has been some relaxing of the original restrictions. Jeff has been putting up the tennis nets since groups of 10 can congregate outside staying 6 ft apart. Masks are not required but strongly suggested. There will be no summer leagues in the foreseeable future.
Killington Relief Fund: Sarah has been appointed Chairman and it has taken quite a bit of time to organize and reach out to people. The Ottauquechee Health Foundation has reached out to provide medical help where needed. We worked with Scott Harrison with the Resort to hand out $9000 worth of food. The Lookout and the Garlic have both been given $1250.
After School Program: Sarah has sent out the final invoices with a few words encouraging payment but also letting families know we understand the circumstances that we are all living under.
Mary has asked Sarah to return as the After School Program Director and Sarah has accepted the position for the 20-21 school year.
Trail Report: We should hear by May 15th whether or not we have received a grant that was applied for. The trails seem to be in good condition but are a little wet.  Large trees may have to be removed in some areas. At this time the state land is closed while the federal land is open which is confusing since trails cross both state and federal land. Andrew reported that there is a large hole near the entrance that will need to be filled. The River Road Loop Trail has a bridge that needs repair.

Old Business:

Sarah continues to join conference calls with other Rec Director's around the state regarding summer camp. The rules in place today remain1 adult to 4 campers, with no more than 10 in a group and sanitizing every two hours.
There are updates every week.

New Business:

Summer Camp: While trying to come up with ideas on how to offer a summer program it was emphasized that we need to be committed to providing some kind of program that will help the young families of Killington return to work without having to worry about the care of their children.
Many ideas were introduced all dependent on the state guidelines that emphasize safety. Mary is trying to start a summer program at the school during the morning hours. The idea of the Recreation Dept.
taking over the afternoon hours was discussed in detail. This would be a 100% partnership with Mary,
using the school facilities. This discussion went in many direction including cost, the liability of 
allowing out of state families to participate, the fact that there would be no pool, the use of the gym
and other areas in the school and how the state regulations could be adhered to. This partnership with the school would tentatively be the last two weeks of July and continue through the first two weeks of August. The Rec Comm. could decide to extend this time frame still using the same facilities.
Rek and Trek will not be scheduled this summer in any form due to the nature of the camp. Because of the burden of wearing a mask, staying 6 ft apart and remaining in the same “pods” all during camp with no interaction with other children, it was suggested that Sarah send out a survey to question whether parents will even be interested in signing their children up.
Facilities: The opening of the pool is still in question so no statements will be issued at this time. The water will be safe because of all the chemicals that are added but the spaces around the pool are in question. The state has yet to issue clear guidelines. Woodstock has already decided not to open.
There will be no swim team competition but perhaps there can be swim team “practice”.
Sarah has completed the Pool Operators Course and received her 5 year certificate.
Summer Events: The Chili Cook Off is canceled. Because of the state requirement of no more than 10 
people congregating in a group, it would seem to cancel any 4th of July Celebration even if the group requirements go from 10 to 25-50-100. The 4th of July is a huge fundraiser for the Fire Dept. so it is hoped that the town can find a solution.  We will continue to discuss ways to have the River Road Concert Series. Maybe we can limit attendance and keep attendees separated by fences or lines drawn on the lawn. There is also the possibility that more groups will cancel as the summer draws near.

Because of so many developments on a daily and weekly basis it was decided to schedule a meeting in two weeks rather than the regular schedule of monthly meetings. With that in mind the next meeting will be Wednesday, May 18th, 2020 at 7:00 pm.

On a motion by Rebecca , seconded by Evan, the meeting was adjourned at 9:04 pm.




Respectfully submitted
Gerrie Russell




