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Wednesday, February 5th, 2020
Community Conference Room
Killington Town Offices

Attendees:	 Rebecca Claffey			Chair
		 Steve Nisimblat			Vice-Chair
		 Betsey Bianchi
		 Andrew McKenna
		 Evan Ehmann

Also Present:	 Sarah Newell				Director Parks & Recreation
		 Gerrie Russell			Senior Liaison

The meeting was officially called to order at 7:12 pm by Rebecca.
On a motion by Betsey, seconded by Rebecca, the minutes of January 8th, 2020, were approved with a change in location.

Public Comments:

None

Correspondence:

Sarah has received several requests for our Tax ID Number via phone and email. There were 
conflicting answers as to how to respond so all requests are now directed to Lucretia Wonser, our town clerk. Sarah will try to reach out to those early callers.

 

Killington Active Seniors:				Gerrie Russell

The seniors were served 781 lunches at the Lookout during 2019. The senior group supported the
Sherburne Memorial Library by attending and helping to set up events such as Sip & Spell, Mystery Night, Fairy Tale Festival, Dash for Donuts, Brunches and late nights using the telescope. We shared recipes, read books, shared health tips, learned through trivia questions and riddles. We participated in yoga classes and joined the Alzheimer's Walk. We had a summer picnic, a Christmas Luncheon,
traveled to visit Senior Living facilities, attended music preformances that included dinner and had lunch at the Trapp Family Lodge. We went to the Peak on the Gondola and had lunch enjoying our beautiful mountains in the fall. Last, but certainly not least, we initiated a Senior Connection that we can use in emergencies that also includes an emergency contact for each of us. Our membership has grown and we plan an active 2020.

Recreation Director's Report:	

Sports:			

Our first basketball game is scheduled for February 8th. A new scoreboard is coming and Trailside Inn
contributed to the purchase of jerseys. Evan Ehmann, the coach has completed both CPR and First Aid Courses. Steve Kuhns is an assistant coach.
Sarah is working on finding the best Background Check program to use. Vermont offers a free program but it only applies to Vermont. The price can be high for the FBI Background Check. 
Sarah has been approached by Rutland and the Cal Ripken Baseball leagues in advance of the baseball season. Cal Ripken is an alternative to Little League. The downside to playing in the Cal Ripken League is perhaps more travel in unfamiliar directions. It was noted that meeting new kids that will eventually come together at the regional highschool would be a good thing and also the opportunity to be an All-Star would only be available through this league. We also need to inquire if it's possible to combine schools to get the required numbers to make a team. There are questions that Sarah will follow through on before any decision is made. 
Dakota Merrill , an Exercise Science student at Castleton, would like to volunteer in our programs
in some capacity.

Events:

Date night is scheduled for Saturday, February 15th, at the golf course. The evening will include sledding (weather permitting) pizza, dancing, crafts and games. Sarah is working on staff and several names were suggested by commission members. Showing a movie was suggested but how to do that without the proper equipment is a question.

Website:

Sarah announced that our web page will roll over on the new town web site. There was discussion on possible improvements and also the suggestion to use it for a period of time before we make any
changes. One problem is that families paying by check for events or camp need to have their place “saved” until check is received versus those paying by credit card, even though a fee is involved, have their place saved immediately. No decisions made.

After School Program:

The program is running smoothly with an average of 10 children. Sarah is working with the 4 H to perhaps have live animals on site.

Trail Report:

Sarah met with Phil Black, Ben Colona and Justin Hill regarding Mountain Bike events that the Parks & Rec Comm. can be part of. Discussions of events that might bring 600-800 people to the area 
included what our base camp trails need to accommodate these bikers. 
At a recent Killington Town Staff meeting many ideas were presented for projects to do together and the only one that received some enthusiasm was trail work. It is hoped that we can use this group in early spring to help prepare the trails.

Funding:

RCP met recently to rank the grants and recommend recipients. The grants will be awarded by the end of February. Sarah has done all the followup possible to keep us in a favorable position.
Several logos were presented to be used on tee shirts as a fund raising project. These shirts could be 
sold at events in town. A discussion highlighted the fact that  Killington has both ski trails and bike trails. A suggestion to put “I heart Killington Trails” on the back of the proposed shirts received strong support.

Old Business:

Sarah has booked all but two of the Thursday night Concerts.

New Business:

Mike Coppinger has made Sarah aware of over $80,000 in small grants that will promote tourism 
and/or encourage people to relocate to Vermont. This is a Regional Marketing and Recruitment Grant.
Applications for grants have to be a collaborative effort between Chambers of Commerce and other entities in cities and towns. A discussion followed regarding attending some of the events, the expenses involved and whether Sarah has the time. No decisions were made.

Because of Betsey Bianchi's decision to not serve another term on the Recreation Commission, there is an opening. It will be posted by the town and commission members will also do some recruiting.

At this time, Commission members congratulated Betsey on her 12 years of service and  expressed their sincere appreciation for all of her contributions during that time. Thankfully she offered to share her expertise and experience whenever it is needed. She will be missed.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held Wednesday, March 4th, at 7:00 pm.

On a motion made by Rebecca, seconded by Andrew, the meeting adjourned at 9:18 pm.





Respectfully submitted
Gerrie Russell












	
