
 

TOWN OF KILLINGTON PLANNING COMMISSION 

Meeting of August 14, 2019 

 

 

PRESENT: David Rosenblum, Chair       START: 7:30 p.m. 

   Jennifer Conley, Vice Chair      END:  8:55 p.m. 

   Walter Linnemayr, Clerk 

   Chris Karr 

   Vito Rasenas 

   Andy Salamon 

   Vince Wynn 

         

   Preston Bristow, Interim Town Planner 

   Lucrecia Wonsor, Recording Secretary 

 

GUESTS: Jim Haff; Amy Nunn; Gail Reitter; Robert Connor; Steve Selbo; Ken Wonsor 

 

David Rosenblum, Chair opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m.  

 

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

 Conley moved the Agenda be accepted as may be amended.  Salamon seconded.  6 in Favor 

(Rasenas not present for this vote). 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 

 Linnemayr moved that the Minutes of July 24, 2019 be approved as may be amended.  

Wynn seconded.  There being no amendments, vote on minutes as written.  6 in Favor (Rasenas 

joined the meeting after this vote).  

 

3. CITIZEN’S INPUT – None. 

 

4. PUBLIC HEARING  

 

 Chair, David Rosenblum, opened the Public Hearing at 7:32 pm on Application #19-028 by 

Butternut Properties for an amendment to Site Plan #87-193 regarding the placement of a 

required fence on the northeast side of the property located at 63 Weathervane Road. 

 Bristow provided the Commission with a brief written summary of the application which 

included a history of the required fence.  In 1987, the then owners of the Butternut Motor Inn 

applied for approval to enclose the pool and were granted site plan approval for the project on 

December 23, 1987.   The Site Plan submitted at that time showed a fence on the northeast side 

of the property that was 89 ft long, 8 ft high and 26 feet from the boundary line with mulch and 

pine trees east of the fence and the approval contained a condition that the applicant maintain a 

25 ft buffer area with evergreens and a fence between the Reitter property and the parking spaces 

on the northeast side of the Butternut parking lot. James Haff, the succeeding owner of the 

Butternut Inn applied to amend the site plan in 2014 but withdrew the application.  He applied 

again in 2015 and the Planning Commission denied the application.  Town Attorney, Kevin 

Brown, reviewed the Butternut Inn file and issued a letter on October 18, 2016 stating that the  
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conditions of the original 1987 Site Plan and subsequent 1988 Zoning Permit remain in full 

force.   

 Applicant, James Haff, presented the Commission with a copy of a survey of the Butternut 

property.  He explained that if the fence is placed 25 feet from the property line, that does not 

allow enough room for the parking spaces shown on the plan and snow removal/storage, 

preventing him from complying with his Act 250 Permit.  In response to the Commission’s 

question as to how much space he needed, Mr. Haff provided a second survey showing a 

distance of 68 feet from the northeast side of the Inn to the property line bordering the Reitter 

property.  He noted that he would prefer that the fence requirement be removed but if not, he 

needed a minimum of 50 feet of space from the building or 18 feet from the property line.  This 

would give him 20 feet for the driveway, 20 feet for the parking spaces and 10 feet for snow 

removal/storage.   

 Gail Reitter read a prepared statement outlining her details regarding the fence requirement.  

The statement closed with her requesting 4 things from the Planning Commission:  i)  Confirm 

that the requirements of the 1987 decision remain in effect – including installing the trees and 

fence as shown in the plan; ii) install the chain across the driveway or install signage to indicate 

that the driveway closest to her property is only an exit and that the driveway closest to the 

Killington Road is only an entrance; iii) require snow storage take place at the rear of the 

property as shown on the plan; and iv) move the dumpster to the end of the Butternut property 

away from the Reitter property. 

 Considerable discussion followed between the Commissioners, the Applicant and Mrs. 

Reitter.  Commissioner Rasenas disclosed that over the years he has been contracted by both 

parties to do site work and would be recusing himself from voting on any decision but shared 

information that he felt was relevant to the issue being discussed. Various options were 

considered.  Commissioner Conley proposed a compromise which would place the fence 23 feet 

from the property line, but have it start further back.  Chairman Rosenblum asked that any 

compromise come from the Applicant with a survey and description for the Commission to 

review and act upon.  It was suggested that the hearing be recessed and that the parties meet at 

the site with Bristow and Conley, come to an agreement regarding the location of the fence and 

that the Applicant then submit a proposal to the Commission to review. 

 Conley moved to recess the hearing to August 28, 2019 at 8:00 p.m.  Linnemayr seconded.  

All in Favor.  

 

5. OTHER BUSINESS   

 

 Amy Nunn, Vice President of the Pico Homeowners Association was present to provide 

comment regarding the discussions taking place regarding building code occupancy loads for 

rental properties.  The Pico HOA does not oppose limiting occupancy numbers in general but 

suggests the Commission look at and consider using the standards outlined in the International 

Building Code Occupancy Loads.  These are endorsed by most HOAs in the United States and 

around the world.  Rosenblum and Bristow thanked Ms. Nunn for sharing that information. 

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE – None.  
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7. PLANNER’S REPORT 

 

 Bristow advised that he issued two permits in the last 3 weeks – one for a deck and one for a 

camp. 

 

8. COMMISSIONER’S CONCERNS  

 

 a. Rosenblum reminded the Commission to not have any ex-parte discussion with either 

Mr. Haff or Mrs. Reitter regarding the Application #19-028.  He also confirmed that no 

Commissioner had discussions with either party prior to this evening’s hearing. 

 

Linnemayr moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m.  Conley seconded.  All in Favor. 

 

The next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for August 28, 2019 at 7:30 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Lucrecia Wonsor 

Recording Secretary  

 

NOTE: These minutes have not been approved by the Planning Commission and are,  

  therefore, subject to change. 


