Killington Parks & Recreation Commission

Monday, August 13, 2018 Meeting Minutes

Community Conference Room at Killington Town Hall

Present:

Betsey Bianchi
Chair




Steve Nisimblat
Vice-Chair




Andrew McKenna




Rebecca Claffey

Also Present:

Cathy Foutch

Director Parks & Recreation




Gerrie Russell

Kllington Active Senior Liaison

Guest:


Justin Guth

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.

On a motion by Betsey, seconded by Andrew, the minutes of June 4th, 2018, and July 2nd, 2018 were

approved.

Recreation Director Report:
Killington Active Seniors:


Gerrie Russell

There were 60 lunches served during the month of July. During a report to the Selectboard by Jane Ramos, our librarian, it was mentioned that the Library and Parks & Rec Commission are working well together. Gerrie mentioned that the seniors and a group of parents from the Sherburne Elementary

School are also working together by taking over the BBQ duties for each other's functions. About ten

seniors are committed to serving dinners at Sherburne United Church of Christ (the Little White Church) In Killington. Steve Finer will be conducting “What to do Until the Rescue Squad Comes”

and a CPR course at the library. Hopefully these two events will be the beginning of monthly lectures

or courses that will be appropriate for our age group. Andrew also mentioned Vermont Wellness as a 

possible source for programs. We have not been successful in finding a Tai Chi instructor. Cathy asked that the new Shuffleboard Court be mentioned in the newsletter.

Summer Camp Update:
Attendance numbers have been good and the camp activities have received good feedback. The summer is winding down and counselors are needed for the last two weeks as some have left to go back to school. Cathy will fill in as lifeguard and wherever else help is needed. Revenues are lower for this year and Cathy will have printed spreadsheets for the commission to review at the next meeting.

Killington raised their fees per camper and this is reflected in total revenue.

Summer Tennis:
Tennis Camp was not well attended. The maximum was 6 but only two attended paying the fee of $250. Summer tennis lessons did not happen but they will be offered again next year. Maybe an 

article in the Mountain Times and a flier at the elementary school will help.

Pool Update:
There have been no major problems. The heat needs to be turned on again as people are complaining about the temperature of the water. Pool expenses are at a break even point. The Tapestry children 

were very well behaved and no complaints were received. We need a water cooler at the pool. Cathy was also asked to provide a financial report for the next meeting. Closing date for the pool is tentatively set for Labor Day Monday as long as staff are available. Cathy will be away Labor Day so Jeff will be the emergency contact and Chet Hagenbarth (Interim Town Manager) will be made aware of this.

River Road Concert Series:
The series has had good attendance and the entertainers have been mostly well received. There are two concerts left. It was suggested that we reach out now to the more popular groups and try to get commitments for next summer. A steel band would be a nice addition and another group headed by a lady and the “Handsome Devils” were very popular last year.

July 4th:
The Holiday Celebration was a success but the parade needs some work. A great improvement would be a band, large or small, to lead the parade. A tug of war rope has been donated so this can be added to the games offered next year.

Chili Cook Off:
Suggestions were to have larger cups and a larger children's area. The Mad Hatter donated ice cream

again. Preliminary numbers show a $1200 profit.

5K Dash for Donuts:
There were 55-60 participants on the day of the event. Early registration was not encouraging. 

The medals received by every participant and the beer and donuts were donated.

Naturally Nature Walks:
The first walk scheduled for Friday, July 27th, had no participants except for Cathy and her dog.

The next walk scheduled for Friday, August 31st will hopefully be better attended because of better

marketing. However, it was discovered that we need volunteers to maintain trails such as Thundering Brook and River Road Loop.

Fall Soccer:
Coaches are needed on every level. The 3rd-4th grade levels may have enough for two separate teams.

The 5th and 6th grades may have to be combined and the 3rd and 4th grades may be allowed to “play up” if necessary. The Spartan Race will be September 15th and 16th and since many children in Killington participate, they will not play in soccer games those days. The Soccer Sign Up site site should be launched immediately. Practice is tentatively set to start on Thursday, September 6th, with practices

being on Tuesday and Thursday at 5:00 pm. for one hour. Parents of Little Squirts are required to stay for practice. Andrew has inspected the nets and we are in need of replacements. There is only $1500 

in the budget for equipment so some adjustments will have to be made. Andrew will also check on the other equipment. Cathy will reach out to local restaurants to see if they will sponsor teams.

Website Update:
Thanks to Betsy and Cathy, the website seems to be functioning and is up to date.

Monthly Financial:
Cathy has been asked to provide copies of all spreadsheets for the next meeting so the commission can

have an overview of where the budget numbers are at this point.

Old Business:
The chemical used to retain heat in the pool requires a pump that will cost $300. After installation you pay for the chemical as it is used. The internet will be shut off at the pool when the site is closed for the season. 

New Business:
Steve suggested we come up with a vision for the entire recreation area and include Kristen Al who has done much research on a new pool. Steve also noted that he and Gerrie were serving on a 

Citizens Committee to evaluate Chet Hagenbarth, interim town manager. 

Gerrie mentioned the importance of the next select board meeting where the installation of solar panels 

at the library will be discussed. On September 19th, 2018, a review of Mountain Bike Trails will be held from 10-3. Holly, Ben and Cathy will be attending.
On a motion by Steve, seconded by Rebecca, Justin Goth was nominated to be a member of the Parks & Recreation Commission to fill the unexpired term of Kristen Blodorn. The motion passed unanimously. A letter stating Justin's intent has been sent to the select board and they will approve the 

appointment. 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Monday, September 10th at 7:00 pm.

On a motion by Steve , seconded by Rebecca, the meeting was adjourned at 9:12 PM.

Minutes were respectfully submitted by Gerrie Russell and are subject to changes and approval by the Parks & Recreation Commission

