
 

TOWN OF KILLINGTON  

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD  

Special Meeting of September 17, 2020 

 

 

PRESENT: Ken Wonsor, Chair         START: 6:30 p.m. 

   Vito Rasenas, Vice Chair*       END:  7:55 p.m. 

   Roger Rivera*  

   Merisa Sherman 

   Jon Wysocki 

 

 Preston Bristow, Town Planner & Zoning Administrator 

 Lucrecia Wonsor, Recording Secretary 

 

GUESTS: Chet Hagenbarth, Town Manager, Jane Napier Ramos, Jim Haff *, Steve Selbo* 

 

   *via Zoom Video Conferencing 

 

   

1. OPEN MEETING 

 

 Ken Wonsor, Chair opened the meeting at 5:03 p.m. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

 Rivera moved to approve the Agenda as may be amended.  Rasenas seconded.  There being 

no amendments.  Vote on Agenda as presented.  All in Favor. 

 

3. CITIZEN INPUT 

 

 The Sherburne Memorial Library had to cancel the Fairy Tale Festival which was scheduled 

for this coming weekend.  Because the costumes for the Festival needed to be ordered well in 

advance and not able to be canceled, the Library decided to have the characters appear at the 

Saturday morning story time.  Librarian, Jane Ramos, was present briefly to request volunteers 

that would fit into 3 of the costumes.  Sherman suggested she contact Krista at the KPAA who 

may be able to get volunteers.  

 

4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 

 a. Rivera moved to approve the Minutes of July 7, 2020 as may be amended.  Rasenas 

seconded.  There being no changes, vote on approving the minutes as written.  All in Favor. 

 

 b. Rasenas moved to approve the Minutes of August 26, 2020 as may be amended.  Rivera 

seconded.  There being no changes, vote on approving the minutes as written.  All in Favor. 

 

 c. Rasenas moved to approve the Minutes of September 2, 2020 as may be amended.  

Rivera seconded.  There being no changes, vote on approving the minutes as written.  All in 

Favor. 
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5. PROCESS FOR REVIEWING MOUNTAIN MEADOWS INN IMPROVEMENTS AND 

 USES AT 285 THUNDERING ROOK ROAD 

 

 Bristow advised that the new owners of Mountain Meadows Lodge are looking to open 

October 1st.  They are actively advertising online and already have bookings for the month of 

October.  Their Liquor License and Outside Consumption Permit Applications went before the 

Selectboard for approval at their meeting of September 1st.  The Selectboard approved the 1st & 

3rd Class Liquor License Applications but asked the Town Clerk to check with the Zoning 

Administrator to make sure what they were requesting was in line with their Zoning Permit.  

This triggered an inspection of the site by Bristow in which he discovered that they had added an 

additional 966 sq ft to the building, they were intending to open the restaurant to the public and 

were advertising the property as a wedding venue.  The Zoning Permit issued in September of 

2018, was approved by the Planning Commission to be done Administratively because it was for 

interior renovations only with no change to the footprint.  It was also noted in the permit that if 

the restaurant was opened to the general public, additional parking would be required.  The 

added square footage, opening the restaurant to the general public and advertising the property as 

a wedding venue are all violations of the permit issued in 2018.  Before opening discussion, 

Bristow proposed a compromise solution of issuing the Certificate of Occupancy for the areas 

covered by the current permit and require that they come in for full site plan review for the 

additional square footage, use of the property as a wedding venue and opening the restaurant to 

the general public.  

 During discussion among the DRB the following points were made:  i)  Although rarely 

done, the DRB could require the applicant to tear down the additions made which are in violation 

of the 2018 permit.  ii)  In addition to the violations noted by Bristow, the applicant never 

contacted him to issue a Certificate of Occupancy.  The violations were discovered during an 

inspection that was prompted by their request for an Outside Consumption Permit and the 

Selectboard wanting to know if granting that permit would be in compliance with their Zoning 

Permit.  iii)  The question was raised as to whether the applicant was required to also go through 

Act 250 review for the changes they made.  iv)  It was noted that there was an increase in 

bedrooms but the occupancy per bedroom was reduced from 4 to 2 thereby reducing the overall 

occupancy of the building.  v)  Knowing that there will likely be other very similar situations 

where applicants fail to follow their permit or fail to even apply for a permit when required, the 

DRB needs to consider the tone they wish to set for dealing with these violations.  vi)  It was 

suggested that the DRB make a recommendation to the Selectboard that they establish a fine 

structure or penalty for permit violations. 

 After some lengthy discourse, two options surfaced:  1.  Issue a Certificate of Occupancy for 

only the spaces approved under the 2018 permit, including not advertising as a wedding venue 

and not opening the restaurant to the general public.  This option raised the question as to how 

compliance would be monitored.  2.  Issue a Certificate of Occupancy as noted in option #1 but 

simultaneously issue a Notice of Violation for the additions.  This would force the applicant to 

apply for Site Plan Review for the added spaces.  A separate application would be required for 

their request to market as a wedding venue and/or open the restaurant to the general public. 

 Rasenas moved to issue a Certificate of Occupancy for what was permitted under the 

original 2018 permit and simultaneously issue a Notice of Violation for the additional square 

footage.  Rivera seconded.  4 in Favor; 1 Opposed.  Motion Carried.  Wysocki noted for the  
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record that he voted in favor only in appreciation of the business and owner, however, in the long 

run, this is not an acceptable practice. 

 

6. PROCESS FOR REVIEWING KILLINGTON RESORT PARKING PROJECT  

 AT SEPTEMBER 23, 2020 PUBLIC HEARING 

 

 Bristow informed the DRB that the Selectboard at its September 15th meeting made a motion 

approving a statement in support of the Resort Parking Renewal Application which the Board 

will hear on September 23rd. 

 Town Manager, Chet Hagenbarth, explained the process for reviewing the renewal 

application.  Essentially if there is an application for renewal of an approval given by the Town 

and there is no change to the project and no change in the Zoning Bylaws, the Town cannot 

refuse the renewal. 

 By way of clarification, Wonsor noted that the DRB will not be approving the contents of 

the informational binder distributed by the applicant.  He complimented the applicant for the 

encompassing contents of the binder, he supports the time and effort of others over the last 10+ 

years in moving this project forward, but he wanted new members on the DRB to understand that 

the Board will be approving the renewal of the Findings of Fact from the original Site Plan 

Approval issued October 8, 2014.  

 

7. OTHER BUSINESS – None.  

 

8. ADJOURN 

 

 Rivera moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 p.m.  Rasenas seconded.  All in Favor. 

 

 The next Development Review Board meeting is scheduled for September 23, 2020 at 

6:30pm the Sherburne Memorial Library. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Lucrecia Wonsor 

Recording Secretary  

 

NOTE: These minutes have not been approved by the Development Review Board and are,  

  therefore, subject to change.   


