KILLINGTON PARKS and RECREATION COMMISSION

Minutes of Monday, February 16, 2015 Meeting

Community Conference Room

Town Hall

PRESENT:

      Betsey Bianchi          Chair




      Leo Davin




      Steve Nisimblat




      Mike Young
ALSO PRESENT:
      Kristin Hagenbarth    Killington Parks and Recreation Director

PUBLIC PRESENT:      None

GUEST:

      Chet Hagenbarth       Director of Highway and Facilities Dept.

AGENDA:

             1)  Call to Order

2) Introduction of New Recorder

3) Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

4) Guests

5) Correspondence

6) Recreation Director's Report

7) Old Business

8) New Business

9) Next Meeting Date

10) Executive Session

11) Adjourn 

                 

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM.

Gerrie Russell was introduced as the new recorder.

On a motion made by Leo Davin and seconded by Steve Nisimblat, the minutes of January 12, 2015 were approved.

The published agenda was changed to accommodate Chet Hagenbarth, Director of Public Works,

who presented a plan for the Johnson Recreation Center. An aerial photograph of the area was shown

illustrating the present facilities. He then presented a drawing of the proposed new plans incorporating a new pool, pool house, pavilion, including a stage area, a natural playground and new parking areas. Preliminary site work will be required because there will be a change in grade of 6 to 7 ft above the present parking lot. We need a long range plan because much of this work can be done in house saving the town thousands of dollars. For instance, we can use fill dirt taken from some other area of the town. It is also important that we not lose pool function during preliminary construction. 

With ongoing town wide discussions regarding the need for a new firehouse, possibly a new town hall

and the need for new recreational facilities, it is important that we present any plans in a positive light so as to garner support and move forward, at least with a long term plan. A new playground will need to be the first project as the current one is not ADA (American Disabilities Act) compliant. We currently have proposals from Natural Playground and Premier Park and Play. It is also important to note that the current pool has been enjoyed for the last forty years. 

CORRESPONDENCE: There was no correspondence for discussion.

RECREATION DIRECTOR'S REPORT:
· Jordan Tolar, a student at Castleton College, majoring in Sports Management, has been hired as an intern. He attended Killington and Woodstock schools so is familiar with the facilities. He will assist with open gym, have regular office hours and may stay through the summer.

· An application for a $50,000 grant to be used toward our approved mountain bike trails was  finally completed after a great deal of research and work. We are confident it is a well written application noting that it required  20% in matching funds and our application provides 34% in matching funds. If our efforts are successful, we should hear by March and receive the funds by June.

· Youth basketball has had to be canceled several times because of weather.

· The Alpine Racing Program is going well with 14 elementary aged participants. We are partnering in this activity with KMS.

· Participation in open gym is picking up, but again , the weather has been a factor. New equipment has been purchased including balls for pickleball and the proper tape for the floor.

            Kristen will market these activities on facebook, in fliers and in the MT.

· A Winter Dance will be held on March 13th starting at 7:00PM. Jordan Tolar will be there but more volunteers will be needed. There is an online sign up and a sign up sheet at the school. A DJ will provide music.

· Kristen is preparing a survey for Spring Youth Programs via a link to the recreation web site.

· The first draft of the Spring Program Brochure was presented and suggestions for improvements were mentioned.

· Summer staffing is going well. The head life guard is not coming back but the swim coach is enthusiastic about the new season and negotiations are progressing. There are five applicants for head camp counselor for Camp Loads of Fun.

· Summer programs will feature eight concerts this year including a new band from Tennessee.

            Once a date for the chile cook-off is decided, Kristen feels the musical venues will be booked                     

             quickly.

OLD BUSINESS:   

Previously recorded in the minutes.

NEW BUSINESS:
Steve Nisinblat attended the organizational meeting of the newly formed Killington chapter of the VMBA (Vermont Mountain Bike Association). Forming this chapter will be an important link to the ongoing development of our Mountain Bike Trails. 

Changes have been made to the recreation web site. We are working with myRec to provide a more compatible link to the town website. 

Mike Young asked if there is money in the budget to paint a sealer over the newly painted mural by KAG to protect it and was assured that this will be done this summer.

The next meeting will be Monday, March 9th at 7:00 PM.

On a motion made by Leo Davin and seconded by Steve Nisenblat, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM and the commission went into executive session.

First draft

Respectfully submitted

Gerrie Russell

